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Container stock at the Dryden Nursery. 


Forests have been part of Ontario’s economy 
since the first sawmill began operating in 
1788. 

Today, lumber, building materials, pulp 
and paper and a host of other products 
provide more than 160,000 Ontarians with 
direct or indirect employment. These 
forests are the life blood of northern 
| Ontario, where half of all manufacturing 
=) jobs are forest related. Ontario’s forests at 
= one time seemed vast and inexhaustible. 

* Over the years, development, technological 
Container stock ready change, world demand for wood, and other 
for transplanting. factors such as fire, insects and disease 
have created the need for more intensive 
forest management. 

Today’s foresters have long realized that 
the key to successful forest management is 
achieving the proper balance between the 
various management techniques applied to 
the forest cycle—inventory, allocation and 
planning, harvesting, site preparation, 
regeneration and tending. Maintaining a 
proper balance between supply and demand 
requires long-term planning and programs 
that can help us carry out intensive 


Planting on privateland management. 
in southern Ontario. 


Planting in northern 
Ontario. 


Between 1978 and 1984, the government 
of Canada and the Province of Ontario 
worked together under the multi-year 
Forest Management Subsidiary Agreement 
(FMSA). The major programs under this 
agreement included the construction of 
forest access roads and bridges, the 
development of silvicultural camps in 
remote areas, the expansion of forest 
nurseries, surveys of soil and sites, 

and research and development projects. In 
November 1984, the governments of 
Canada and Ontario once again joined 
forces in a new agreement—the 
Canada-Ontario Forest Resource 
Development Agreement (COFRDA). 


Seed orchard at Sioux Lookout. 


Spraying herbicides 
around young trees to 
control weeds and grass. 


Access road in Crown 
forest. 


The Canada-Ontario 
Forest Resource 
Development Agreement 


The Canada-Ontario Forest Resource 
Development Agreement emphasizes forest 
renewal and intensive forest management 
activities in accord with the federal policy 
statement, A Framework for Forest 
Renewal and Ontario’s Forest Production 
Policy. The agreement provides $150 
million for forest management over five 
fiscal years (1984-85 to 1988-89). The 
costs are to be shared equally by Canada 
and Ontario. 

The four major programs under COFRDA 
are Forest Management and Renewal 
Operations, Forest Management and 
Renewal Support, Innovative Programs, 
and Administration. 


1. Forest Management and 
Renewal Operations 
($133 million) 


Silvicultural activities must be increased to 
maintain the current rate of harvesting, and 
to increase Ontario’s share of the growing 
market for forest products. This is why the 
bulk of the funding for COFRDA has been 
allocated to this program, which has five 


-sub-programs. 


Each of the sub-programs focuses on a 
particular aspect of forest management and 
renewal. 

The aim of the intensive forest 
management sub-program ($57 million) 
is to increase regeneration on land currently 
being harvested. Principal activities include 
site preparation, planting, seeding and 
stand tending activities such as early 
release, pre-commercial thinning, stand 
improvement and pruning, as well as 
management of the age class structure 
through controlled burning and forest fire 
management. 


First thinnings of pulpwood from a young plantation. 


The stock production sub-program ($40 
million) is aimed at increasing the 
production of tree seedlings for 
rapidly-expanding forest regeneration 
projects. The funds will be used to help 
construct greenhouses, purchase privately 
grown container stock and produce 
accelerated transplant stock in provincial 
nurseries. 

The tree improvement sub-program 
($5 million) is aimed at establishing seed 
orchards and improving the quality of 
future forests through the selection of 
superior trees to produce the best seed. 

The private land forestry sub-program 
($8 million) will help both individual and 
industrial landowners manage their forests 
for wood production. Privately owned 
forests account for 10 per cent of the 
productive forest land base in Ontario, and 
are the source of 26 per cent of all the wood 
in log form that is produced each year. The 
federal government and private landowners 
will jointly fund silvicultural activities on 
large industrial lands, while both levels of 
government and woodlot owners will share 


the costs for small private woodlot and 
agreement forest silviculture. 

The forest access sub-program ($23 
million) will improve the distribution of 
both harvesting and forest renewal 
operations, as well as permit the salvage of 
damaged stands and improve fire protection 
levels. Access is important because it 
prevents waste. If mature and overmature 
trees in areas that are hard to reach are not 
harvested, they die, fall down and rot away. 
In the process, potentially valuable material 
is lost. The tangle of dead stems and 
branches also tends to block natural 
regeneration. 


Access roads are critical 
in transporting wood to 
the mills. 


Harvesting wood in northern Ontario. 


2. Forest Management and 
Renewal Support 
($5 million) 


This program will enhance the planning 

and support system for forest management 
by refining and extending the forest 
inventory system, acquiring and analysing | 
growth and yield data, and developing a | 
system for incorporating new data into the 
existing forest management information 
system. 


3. Innovative Programs 
($8 million) 


There is more to forest resource 
development than silvicultural processes, 
and this is what COFRDA’s four-part 
innovative programs address. | 
Are the funds invested in Ontario’s , 
forests bringing the best return? Are there 
new and better ways to use this money—and 
new opportunities? The methodology to 
optimize investments sub-program 
($500,000)—is designed to double-check 
that potential. The results of these studies 
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may be the basis for the reallocation of 
funds within the agreement. 

Forest managers know that Ontario must 
also obtain the most from forest lands by 
managing for all types of values, such as 
recreation, wildlife habitat and tourism. 

The integrated resource management 
sub-program ($500,000) will allow the 
development and demonstration of new 
practices that promote integrated 
management for the multiple use of the 
province’s forests. 

Studies aimed specifically at improving 
forest management and renewal operations 
will be given priority for funding under the 
research, development and application 
sub-program ($6 million). Research 
projects will be undertaken to acquire and 
evaluate the most advanced information on 
forest management. Seminars, lectures, 
training programs and audio-visual 
materials will be developed to convey 
research results to forest managers. 


Thinning red pine on 
private land in southern 
Ontario. 


The utilization, marketing and product 
development sub-program ($1 million) 
will attempt to determine whether the 
species in Ontario’s forests and the material 
from its woodlands are being put to the best 
use, and whether there are ways to improve 
the marketing of wood products. 


4. Administration, Communications 
and Evaluation 
($4 million) 


The efforts of many people with a wide 
range of expertise are required to ensure 
that all these complex programs work in an 
integrated fashion. Senior staff of the 
Canadian Forestry Service and the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources’ Forest 
Resources Group will co-chair the 
committee that manages the COFRDA 
programs. 


Aerial photos are used to help forest cover types. 


Superior trees for the 
future through genetic 
» research. 


The management committee will be 
responsible for co-ordinating, reviewing 
and approving all cost-shared projects and 
programs under the agreement. Technical 
and advisory subcommittees will also be set 
up as required during the course of the 
agreement. Annual reports regarding the 
progress of each program and sub-program 
will be submitted by the management 
committee to the responsible federal and 
provincial Ministers. Information materials, 
such as this booklet will be created to 
inform the public about the COFRDA 
programs and projects. An interim 
evaluation of the agreement will be 
conducted after two years, and a final 
evaluation of the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the program will be 
completed at the end of the five-year 
agreement. 


Large quantities of wood are required by Ontario’s mills. 


Ontario’s forests are one of Canada’s 
great natural resources. They are a source 
of wealth, an immense generator of jobs, 
vast areas that provide habitat for many 
species of wildlife, and frequently, places 
of beauty offering unique recreation 
opportunities. Our forests are a wealth that 
can benefit and enrich the lives of all of us 
if we manage them wisely. 

Together, the governments of Canada and 
Ontario are meeting that challenge. 
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